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at irregular intervals These regions of great unreliability
of rainfall are situated near the tropics and m the zones
where the trade winds commence as dry currents rapidly

FIG 20  THE AUSTRALIAN DESERT
Gibber Plains of wind polished rock fragments merge into
sand ndges
absorbing surface moisture. On the eastern sides of con
tinents these winds bring rainfall but on the west they are
off shore drying winds Thus the Great Australian Desert
the Atacama Desert of Chile and Peru the Desert of
California and the Bad Lands of Arizona are members of
this group
No other region is so uniform in its characteristics as the
trade wind desert Varying greatly in extent on account of
local conditions such as the arrangement of the mountains
or tbe extent of the continental mass they are everywhere